
I know from experience that CORA Services can make a
huge difference in the life of a child.  

A simple matter of perspective can alter one’s life. Gambling,
for example, is often viewed as a matter of chance while
others abandon any theories of probability. Considering my
personal situation, there is a high probability that I should not
be where I am today. Being the head of regulatory compliance
for a drug development company affords me many privileges
that simply aren’t the
expectations of the average
person growing up in the
Kensington area of inner city
Philadelphia.

As a child without heat or
electricity for months at a time, I
could not have imagined I would
have the opportunity to witness
the majesty of the Matterhorn
when business travel recently
brought me to Switzerland. By
the time I was eleven years old, I
had used every drug of the era,
yet today I wouldn’t even know where to begin to look for
drugs. Despite dropping out of school at the end of 9th grade,
I have a Biochemistry degree with an MBA.  As a teenager, I
honestly believed that I wouldn’t live to be an adult. 

The reality is I haven’t changed all that much as a person…
what has changed (and still constantly evolves) is my
perspective. CORA certainly was my inspiration.  I learned self-
respect, the value of hard work, integrity, humility and most
importantly to believe in myself. The benefit of having
counselors readily available to provide guidance on
academics, careers and personal matters made such an impact
on me. It gave me the ability to change my perspective to a
degree that is beyond measure.

The programs at CORA Services can give youth a better
chance at a successful future. Support from CORA increases
the probability that kids in Philadelphia will not abuse drugs
and alcohol, will stay in school, be successful and live a
happier life. 

Whether you consider gambling a matter of chance or
statistical probability, it is again a matter of perspective.  In my
opinion, placing a wager on CORA’s ability to make a uniquely

positive difference in someone’s
life is a safe bet.

Due to budget cuts and reduced
funding, the services I received
at CORA no longer exist. Your
support can help CORA Services
weather the economic storm
and continue to be a community
resource for almost 20,000
children and families in
Philadelphia.

Please return the enclosed
envelope with your gift, or visit
the website

www.coraservices.org to make a donation. Your gift will assist
CORA Services to continue to provide quality education,
therapy, counseling and guidance to children and families in
need. On behalf of CORA Services, I thank you in advance for
considering this request. 

Sincerely,

Weiner Tilsner

P.S. All contributions are tax deductible. Remember to check
with your employer’s matching gift policy.
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While our nation has experienced an extremely challenging economic period over the last three years, social service providers have been faced with the chal-
lenge of serving more people with less money.  CORA Services’ management has worked hard to maintain a high level of quality services, while some sources
of funding have contracted. From 2009 to 2010, CORA Services saw a slight decrease in income from grants and contracts, but saw an increase of 21% in fee-
for-service income. Total expenses also decreased from 2009 to 2010 due to reduced funding in city contracts. Other than fee-for-service programs, all contract
funds are restricted. 

CORA Services Foundation
In 2007, the CORA Services Foundation was formed for the purpose of securing funds for the support of CORA Services and its programs. In 2010, the Founda-
tion raised $211,817 and contributed $78,000 to CORA Services.
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• CORA Services provides education, counseling,
speech and psychology services to sixty-three
nonpublic schools in the Philadelphia area.

• Speech therapists worked with 1166 students;
more than 2800 second grade students
received communication disorders screenings 

• More than 29,000 units of counseling and
guidance services were provided to
approximately 13,300 students.

• Educational services, including corrective
instruction in Reading and Math, were provided
to more than 3,000 students under Act 89
funding and to 8 schools under Title 1 funding
which included coaching in two schools to
assist teachers in developing appropriate
teaching methods.

• Performed 1145 psychological assessments and
consultations to assist teachers and parents in
providing the most appropriate learning
strategies for students. 

• Provided psychological and speech services at
the four campuses of the Mastery School system. 

• In the Community Services Division, 22,000
service units were provided to 2100 clients.

• The Lifeline Program provided counseling,
education and guidance to more than 280
pregnant or parenting adolescents/adults and
their families. 

• Substance abuse assessments/referral services
were completed for 245 students through the
Student Assistance Program. Individual/family
counseling services were provided to 180 clients
to help with substance use/dependency issues.

• Family Intervention Program counseling and
case management services assisted 504
families.

• More than 200 children attended after school
programs and summer camp.

• The 140 children who attended the Early Years
Preschool and Child Care Center experienced a
Keystone STARS 4 program with the highest
standards.

• 2100 persons received resource and referral
assistance to CORA and other agency services.

• Delivered gifts to 416 children through Holiday
Toy Drive, and 200 families received food
certificates to purchase a holiday meal. 

• Initiated the DHS EPIC Stakeholders group for
community empowerment in the Frankford and
Northwood neighborhoods of Philadelphia.

Highlights of Service Year 2009-2010

2 Children Are the Heart of the Matter



A MARGOLIS Realty
Michael and Christina Abbott
Al's Corner, Inc.
American Real Estate Investors

Institute
Lisa Anderson
AOH Division 39
Aqua America
Archdiocese of Philadelphia
Aria Health
Kathleen Ashenfelter
Ronald  Augustyn
Jaime Avon
Ashley Babich
Christine Barr
Herb Bass, Esq.
Loretta Bastian
Delores Bates
Bath Saver of Philadelphia

Northeast, LLC
Charles Bauer
BBD, LLP
William Becker
Evan Behr
Tonyia Bell
Beneficial Foundation
Robert Berkelbach
Courtney Berry
Karen Betzale
Mary Grace Beyer
Vinay Bhargava
Shelley Biesenthal
Blind Dog Rescue Alliance Inc.
Patricia Blumenauer
Sharon Bolli
Anne Marie Bowen
Vilma Boyle
Brandywine Realty Trust
Kathleen Brogan
Sabrina Brooks
Dan Brown
Greg Bruce
Margo  Buckley
John Burke
Brian Burritt
Alan Butkovitz
C & G Auto Repair, Inc.
Dorothy Callan
Linda Campagna
Kevin Campellone
Margaret Campellone
Martha Canizares
Vito Canuso, Jr.
Gina Cappiello
Art Carlson
Kevin Carroll
Terrence Carroll
Timothy Carroll
Mary Ann Casciato
Cephalon, Inc.
Carol Chamberlain
Charles J. Becker and Bro., Inc.
Anthony Chunn, PhD
Nina Chychula-Hud
Citizens Bank
Alice Clark
Marie Collins
Mike Connery
Thomas Connor, Jr.
Russell Convery
Cornerstone Insurance Group,

LLC
Mary Correll
Rosemary Corsino
Kathleen Costello

Coyle, Lynch & Company
Judith Creed
Edward Creedon
Crown Holdings, Inc.
Anita D'Amico
Matthew Danielson
Mike Dayton
Christine Debevec
Lynda DeGregorio
Kyle Della Rocca
Joseph DeSalvo
Terrence Devlin
Thomas DeWaele
Karen DiFalco
Marie DiPaolo
Mandy DiPaolo
Mary Doherty
Kevin Doman
Claudia Donato
Jill Dooley
Lauren Dopera
Christopher Dougherty
Valerie Dowers
Drinker Biddle and Reath LLP
Drucker & Scaccetti, P.C.
Katie Dubreuil
Daniel Duffey
John Duffy
Dunleavy and Associates
Donna    Dunn
Christine Dunne
Joseph Durkin, Jr.
Dennis Durkin
Nancy Ebner
Louis Effinger
Kathleen Eirich
EisnerAmper LLP
EJF Associates
Electronic Ink
Elliott-Lewis Corporation
Wendy Elliott-Vandivier
Lee Espinola
Austin Evans
Francis Evans
Kathleen Evans
Kevin Farley
Patrick Feeley
Jacquelyn Fegley
Christine Fenton
Lauren Ficca
Edward Fierko
Christine Fink
Stephanie Fisher
Eugene Fitzgerald
Albert Flood
Linda Forcina
Forst Foundation
Fox Rothschild LLP
Mary Ellen Frankenfield
Wayne Frederick
Claire Frederick
Ruth Freedman
G.J. Rossi & Son
Roben Gabriel
James Gallagher
Jesa Gallaway
Robert Gallaway
Thomas Galligan
Ryan Galvin
Joseph Gardner
Jennifer Garrett
Roger Garrett
Barry Gelman
Kristen  Gill
Adnan Gill

John Ginley, Jr.
Gina Giorno
Global Lawn Equipment LLC
Joan Goodman
Kirk Gorman
Greater Northeast Philadelphia

Chamber of Commerce
Greater Philadelphia Chamber

of Commerce
Mary Greebel
Karl Grentz
Roxanne Grinage
Claire Grzesnikowski
Gwynedd Mercy College
Cheryl Haeberlein
Albert Hagopian
Lisa Hancock Rehrig
James Harron
Edward and Therese Hart
Kathleen Hartman
Paul Haughton, Psy.D.
Nancy Hermansky
Kathy Herron
Kathryn Hett
Arlene Hines
Lisa Hnat
Larry Holman
Norman Hopely
Victoria Hoshowsky
Kyle Houlihan
Howland, Hess, Guinan, Torpey

& Cassidy LLP
Margaret Hrubar
June Hurley
Melissa Hurst
Jeff and Joyce    Hyde
Jennifer Hyde
Matt Hyde
Independence Blue Cross
International Union of

Operating Engineers Local
542

International Union of Painters
and Allied Trades District
Council 21

Loretta Jacoby
Ernest James
Janney Montgomery Scott
Matt Johnson
Johnson, Kendall and Johnson
Elizabeth Josuweit
Valerie Jowett
Christina Karney
Ronald Karney
Charlene Kauffman
Mike Kelly
Brian Kent
Sean Kent
Kevin Dooley Kent, Esq.
Kent & McBride
Selma Kestelman
Ann King
Shirley Kitchen
Mary Kleinschmidt
Barton Kligerman
Richard and Dolores Kline
Thomas Knotts
Annette Kohen
Valerie Kuhlmeier
Greg and Helene Labacz
Laborers' International Union
Frank Lamont, Jr.
Lynne Lavelle
Sean Lavelle
Claire Lavin

Law Enforcement Health
Benefits

Carol Lawless
Barbara Lear
Bruce Leauby
Robert Lee
Steve Lee
Darlene Lieb
John Lieb
Lincoln Benefits Group
Linda Little
John Logan
James Lombardi
Edward Lowitz
Emily Luczkowski
Reaves Lukens, Jr.
Reaves Lukens, III
Colleen Maher
Regina Mallon
Regina and John Mapes
Jay Marcus
Nancy Margolis
Molly Martin
Anne Martinez
Max Levy Autograph, Inc.
Mona May
Virginia Maye
Kay McCloy
Bernice McCulla
Mark McCullough
Erin McCullough
Timothy McDonald
Robert McElhenney
Patricia McFadden
Eileen McGinley
Courtney McGlone
Peggy McGrath
Mary McGurney
Alan McHale
Dorothy McLane
James McManus
Nancy McNamee
Patricia McShea
Gregg Melinson, Esq.
Karen Meza
Sharon Miles
Joyce Millar
Ashley Miller
Bernadette Minich
Mark Minich
Raymond Minich
Michael Mitkus
John Mitkus
Mark Molyneux
Al Monte
Keith Mueller
Bernadette Mulholland
James Mullan
Virginia Muller
Kerri Murphy
Margaret Murphy, J.D.
Anthony Murray, Jr.
Trudy Murray
A.B Naimoli
Diane Nicolo
Jeffrey Nober
Nonprofit Finance Fund
Northeast Animal Rescue
Northern Liberty Press
Nu Look Car Wash
Peggy Oakley
Dan O'Driscoll
Danielle O'Driscoll
Ogden Brothers., Inc.
Michelle Orloski

Hank and Susan Oster
Helen Panamarenko
Jennifer Papeika
Rebecca Parsons
John Patterson
Jean Patton
Penn Jersey Paper Company
Marcie Pepper-Carbone
Edward Perez-Cortes
J. Petroff
Beverly Mae Pfeiffer
Philadelphia Council of AFL CIO

/ Operations
Philadelphia Firefighters, Local 22
Physicians Weight Loss Center
Ann Pierce
Cecelia Plewinski
Plumbers Union Local 690
Patricia Poach
Police and Fire Federal Credit

Union
Joseph Poretta
Betty Potash
Arlene Powroznik
Thomas Praiss
Angela Preston
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP
Professional Capital Services
PRWT Services, Inc.
Dorothy Pucker
Thomas Queer
John Quinn
Paul Quinones
Helen Race
Ted Randolph
Patricia Rankin
Melissa Reich
Kim Reidy
Kathi Reilley
Reinforced Iron Workers Local

Union #405
Thomas Rethage
Elizabeth Reynard
Rhoads Metal Works, Inc.
Gregory Rittenhouse
Thomas Rittenhouse
Mary Roberts
Nancy Robertson
Sharon Robinson
Ginny Rockey
Ann Rodriquez
Kevin Rowley
Ruthanne Ruff
Saint Joseph's University
Sam Wexler Plumbing, Inc.
Sam's Club Foundation
Michael Samuels
Elise Sanford
Ron Sansone
Cara Santiago
Ernest Santone
Leonard Sayles
Frank Schaefer
J. Michael Schell
Joseph Schikal
William Schlarp
John Schmidt
Charles Schoettle, Jr.
AnnMarie Schultz
Carolyn Schweizer
Brian Seaman
Donald Sedberry
Colleen Shaw
Sheet Metal Workers' Intl. Assn.

Local Union 19

SHP, LLC
Robert Simmers
Catherine Simon
Sisters of the Good Shepherd
Maureen Skalski
Maryann Skiendzielewski
Caitlin Slattery
Marian Slavin
Alexandria Sliwinski
Lana Smith
Robert Smith
Veronica Smith
David Soll, M.D.
Liz Soltan
Susan Sorensen
Mabel Spain
Judy Spires
Ashley Squires
Michael Jr. and Felice Stack
Christopher Stanton
Stockton Real Estate Advisors
Patricia Stoerrle
Stradley, Ronon, Stevens &

Young, LLP
Annette Swann
Terence Sweeney
Lynn Szafran
Cheryl Szymanik
T. James Kavanagh Foundation
Janet Tanish
Christine Tartaglione
John Tasker
Telamerica Media
The McKeogh Company
Fred Thompson
Al Thorell
Charles and Kimberly Thurston
Tierney Communications
Tioga Foundation
Jane Toner
Michael Toth
Ana Trainor
Suzanne Turner
Michelle Ulrich
UPS
Meghan Utrata
Joanna Vacchiano
Marie Valentine
Vanguard Psychological

Associates, P.C.
Mark Votel
David Walker
WalMart Foundation
Barbara Walters
John Warner
Kimberly Washington
Watercontrol Services Inc
Rebecca Watkins-Bakr
Sybil Weinstein
Patricia Wellenbach
Margaret White
Caryn White
Jennifer Williams
Maggie & Joe Wilson
Jeffrey Wilush
Richard Wolf
Wynnewood Financial Partners
Alison York
Eddie Young
Alexis Zankman
Edward and Adele Zaucha
Julie Zellers-Frederick
Andrew Zellers-Frederick
Walter Zubyk

F R I E N D S O F C O R A S E R V I C E S
Thank you for your support!
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Rooted in a tradition of care and compassion, the Mission
of CORA Services is to assist children, youth and families
experiencing emotional, academic and social challenges
which impede their development and productivity.

Our Mission

CORA Services, Inc.
8540 Verree Road
Philadelphia, PA 19111

CORA Board of Directors

Calendar of Events
May 7, 2011
Flea Market and Craft Fair

May 20, 2011
CORA Night at the Phillies

June 13, 2011
CORA for KIDS Golf Classic

September 19, 2011
CORA Night at the Phillies

October 1, 2011
Flea Market and Craft Fair 

11-11-11
40th Anniversary Celebration 

For more information about any of these events, 
please contact Patty Poach at caring@coraservices.org 
or 215-701-2560.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Philadelphia, PA
Permit No. 795

John C. Mitkus
Chairperson

Gregg R. Melinson, Esq.
Vice Chairperson

John S. Mapes
Treasurer

Sr. Mary Frances Altavilla, R.G.S.
Herbert Bass, Esq.
William G. Becker

Kenneth N. Garber, Esq.
Kirk E. Gorman
James F. Harron
Steve Keenan
Sean Kent
Kevin McGraw
James F. Mullan
Hon. Jonathan Saidel
Stephanie A. Watkins

To support the mission of CORA Services, you can make a
donation by mailing a check (payable to CORA Services
Foundation) in the attached envelope or visiting
www.coraservices.org to make a secure online donation
via PayPal. We greatly appreciate your support!

Celebrating 40 Years of Service to Children and Families
Since 1971, CORA Services has been helping
children and families in the Philadelphia region.
For schools, CORA Services provides educational
support, guidance counseling, speech services and
psychological evaluations. For the community,
CORA Services offers individual and family
counseling, after school and summer programs,
and pre-school education. 

More  than 16,000 children and families
participate in CORA Services programs each year. 

Families today are facing problems in a complex
world, and CORA Services is responding to an
increased demand for our services, as well as
providing new programs in response to the
changing needs of the Philadelphia area. 

Thanks to funding from individuals, corporations,
foundations and government, many of our services
are free or offered at a reduced rate. CORA means
Counseling Or Referral Assistance, and no one is
ever turned away. If CORA Services does not
provide a service, we can direct those in need to
the appropriate agency or resources. 


